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Centering Equity and Prioritizing Consumers in 
Clean Energy Program Design
Arthur Bart-Williams, Executive Director, Bay Area, GRID Alternatives
Claudia Polsky, Clinical Professor of Law and Director, Environmental Law Clinic, Berkeley Law
Alvaro Sanchez, Vice President of Policy, Greenlining Institute
Moderated by Alison LaBonte, Founder & Principal, a la bonte advisors (Alba)



Poor “R-PACE” program design => 
financial predation & foreclosure 
from clean energy retrofits



Solar Access Act:
well-designed upscaling of 
residential clean energy 

Source: Flagstaff Research, for CALSSA



DAC Areas - CalEnviroscreen 4.0 Map

Household
Size

Maximum Income

1-2 $39,440

3 $62,150

4 $75,000

5 $87,850

6 $100,700

7 $113,550

8 $126,400

Income Qualifications

DAC-SASH - Disadvantaged Communities-Single-Family Affordable Solar Housing Program 

Guidelines



DAC-SASH Challenges

Source: Process and Load Impact Evaluation of the Disadvantaged Communities-Single-Family Affordable Solar Housing 
Program submitted by Evergreen Economics April 28, 2023; Brightline Group



DAC-SASH Benefits

Source: Process and Load Impact Evaluation of the Disadvantaged Communities-Single-Family Affordable Solar Housing 
Program submitted by Evergreen Economics April 28, 2023; Brightline Group



Transformative Climate 
Communities

“Felt impact” seems strongest when publicly 
funded climate projects are community-driven 
and well-coordinated. Examples:
● Transformative Climate Communities (TCC)
● Community Solar
● Affordable Housing and Sustainable 

Communities (AHSC) 
● Forest Health

TCC uses collaborative governance 
structures that center residents in 
decision-making to define their own 
goals and solutions



Additional Slides



Structure for 
Collaborative Partnership 
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Laurel Court Agrovoltaics Community 
Garden and Learning Center
Rodeo Citizens Association Laurel Court Site

Rodeo Creek Pedestrian Improvements
Rodeo Creek

Rodeo Town Center Park
Parker and Railroad Avenue

Brownfields to Brightfields Community 
Solar and Battery Storage
Phillips 66 Refinery

Zion Hills Community Solar and Battery 
Storage
Zion Hills Baptist Church

New Horizons Solar and Battery Storage + 
Workforce Development Programs
New Horizons Career Development Center

Lefty Gomez Recreation Center Energy-
Efficient Public Buildings + Solar and 
Battery Storage + Resilience Hub 
Lefty Gomez Recreation Center 

Rodeo Sanitation District Solar and Battery 
Storage
Rodeo Sanitation District Wastewater 
Treatment Plan

Rodeo Hills Elementary School Solar and 
Battery Storage + Resilience Hub
Rodeo Hills Elementary School

Solar- Powered Chargers for Electric 
Vehicles and e-bikes + e-bike Library
Lefty Gomez Recreation Center

Real-Time Air Quality Monitoring Station
Rodeo, CA

Existing Rodeo Creek Trail
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Phillips 66

San Pablo Bay

I-80

Central Rodeo Neighborhood
EPA IRA Disadvantaged 
Community
Census Tract Block Group 
060133580004
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Renew Rodeo 
An Environmental Justice and 
Climate Adaptation Project
GRID Alternatives, Bay Area 
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